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Sharing Senior Year: Mother and Daughter Graduate Together 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- A mother-daughter duo in southwest Ohio are earning their bachelor’s degrees 
side by side. 
 
Christina Penrose of Springfield, Ohio, officially completed her studies in accounting in November. 
Her daughter, Hayley, will finish her studies in social work. And, on Saturday, May 1, they both will 
be graduates of Cedarville University.  
 
Christina is the former administrative assistant for the department of science and mathematics at 
Cedarville University. Christina joined Cedarville’s staff in 2007 and began working toward her 
degree in accounting in 2009. 
 
“Going to school part time and working full time and having a family is incredibly challenging,” she 
said. “I have a very supportive family, and my former department, which is like family, has really 
encouraged me.”  
 
Even through surgery and family illness, Christina was able to persevere because of the prayers and 
support she received. 
 
“I couldn’t have done it without the Lord, without my family, without my friends, without the 
department of science and mathematics,” said Christina. “I am so blessed to know so many good, 
godly people who have truly helped me succeed.” 
 
Hayley Penrose watched her mom balance work and school for the greater part of her life. “She’s 
been at Cedarville longer than I have,” said Hayley. “And she worked here for so long, it felt like I 
was at Cedarville before I was ever a student.” 
 
Hayley Penrose enrolled in 2018 and spent a lot of time with her mom during the transition from high 
school to college. “She would leave her things in my office and come visit a lot to just chat,” said 
Christina. 
 
The two still get together for lunch or a quick walk between classes. Their unique situation has 
allowed them to build a close bond. 
 
“My mom is like the big sister that I never had,” said Hayley. 
 
For both Christina and Hayley, it is surreal that their time as undergraduate students is drawing to a 
close. “The other day we took our senior photos,” said Hayley. “She’s been going to school for 
almost 12 years, and it was so cool to see her get dressed in the cap and gown before we graduate 
and see her accomplish that goal.” 
 
 
Christina recently started as an accounting control analyst for Speedway Corporate Office in Enon, 
Ohio. “I’m very passionate about accounting,” she said. “I just figured once my kids were done with 
college I would pursue something like that. I didn’t think this would happen so soon.” 
 
Hayley Penrose has been working with the Clark County Combined Health District and hopes to 
continue serving families there upon graduation in May. Ultimately, she would like to open a 
nonprofit dance studio where families can have access to affordable recreational activities. 
 
“It can be hard to find an outlet for people who do art, dance and music. I want to give 
choreographers and families a place to come and do just that,” said Hayley. 
 
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution 
with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more than 150 areas of 
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, 
rigorous academic programs, including the Bachelor of Science in Accounting and Bachelor of 
Science in Social Work programs, strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and 
health science offerings and high student engagement ranking. For more information about the 
University, visit www.cedarville.edu. 
 
 
Written by Tessa Landrum 
 
